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Gauch Hill Woodland, Kintore
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Following the success of previous Wood In and Around Towns, WIAT projects, Aberdeenshire Council is developing a series of management plans for Council owned woods across Aberdeenshire.  Gauch Hill Woodland, highlighted in red, is one of six Council owned woodlands included in this process during 2009.

The aim of the management plan is to:

· List the features of the woodland
· Identify the management objectives for the wood
· Set priorities for action over the next five years

The following four themes and associated draft work programme have been identified as priorities for management of these woodlands:

· Undertake appropriate silvicultural management:

e.g. thinning of trees to allow the remaining trees to develop; felling of dead & damaged trees adjacent to footpath; planting of trees & shrubs in the open spaces created by felling.

· Maintain & enhance biodiversity:

e.g. improve habitat for red squirrels; removal of invasive non-native species such as beech seedlings.

· Maintain & enhance woodland infrastructure:

e.g. review condition of footpaths, seats and signage.

· Encourage & develop community involvement:

e.g. increase local awareness of the wood & its value.

Aberdeenshire Council would like to hear your views on the woodland to help inform and identify priorities for management as well as the resources required over the next 5 years.  
Please take a few minutes to fill in the following questionnaire.

1. When did you last visit Gauch Hill Woodlands? Please tick the box that applies.

This Month 
Last 6 months
6 - 12 months        Never
2. How often do you visit?


Once a week                     Once a month

More than once a month
3. When you visit the woodland are you:-


  Walking the dog      
Going for a walk         
Watching wildlife 
  Other (please state)   __                 ________________________________________

4. What do you value about the woodland?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Is there anything you dislike about the woodland?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How might Gauch Hill woodland be improved?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you agree with the woodland management themes & proposed work detailed above?

Yes/ No


If No, what proposed work do you not agree with and why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Other comments/ ideas regarding the future of the woodlands?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Do you live in Kintore? 


YES / NO

Can you please tick the ages of people who use the woodlands in your household.
 Under 16          16- 24 25 – 44      45 – 64 Over 65
If you would like to receive an update on the management plan please include your contact details below. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to answer this questionnaire.  

Please return to:

E-mail - wiat@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Post - WIAT Woods Consultation, Aberdeenshire Council, Planning Policy and Environment, Gordon House, Blackhall Road, Inverurie AB51 3WA
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